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A NOTE  
FROM DAWN’S  

EXECUTIVE  
DIRECTOR

Dear Friends,

Over 10 years since the Arab Spring uprisings, the abusive  

governance that sparked them continues to plague the Middle 

East and North Africa (MENA). But despite what prevailing 

media and policy narratives may have you believe, the people  

of the region continue to aspire to democratization and respect 

for human rights. Two key forces stand in their way: the tyran-

nies that rule their countries, and the foreign governments  

that aid and abet their rulers.

My friend Jamal Khashoggi knew this. That’s why a few 

months before his brutal state-sponsored murder, he founded 

Democracy for the Arab World Now (DAWN)—an organization 

dedicated to making our vision of a MENA region led by demo-

cratic, rights-respecting governments a reality.

Through rigorous research and analysis, relentless media  

outreach, targeted advocacy with policymakers, and convenings  

of leading human rights and foreign policy experts, DAWN  

challenges conventional wisdom about the MENA region and  

the U.S. role in it, rallies support for policies that uphold rather 

than hinder human rights, and leads the brainstorming of new 

solutions to long-standing regional problems. Our online  

journal, Democracy in Exile, provides a platform through which 

MENA exile and activist voices can not only speak freely, but 

be heard by those in power. And our signature research proj-

ects document emblematic cases of unjust prosecutions in the 

region; expose and pursue accountability for the government 

officials who perpetrate violations; and target the U.S.-based 

lobbyists paid to keep U.S. support flowing to abusive  

regional governments. 

DAWN knows that achieving our objectives won’t be easy. We are 

up against the most powerful lobbying interests in the world: the 

American defense industry and the abusive regional governments 

themselves. We also face an uphill battle with the U.S. govern-

ment, which has long provided political and military support to 

some of the most repressive governments in the region.

Yet despite the challenges, we are already having an impact. As 

reflected in this report, in a little over a year we have gone from 

a little-known nonprofit with two staff, to a prominent, respected 

organization of over a dozen experts pushing for change in the 

MENA region. Our rising profile has paved the way for a series of 

advocacy successes. Examples include pushing a U.S.-based lob-

bying firm to drop its contract with a Saudi government agency 

implicated in our founder’s murder, persuading the D.C. City 

Council to designate the street outside the Saudi Embassy as 

“Khashoggi Way,” and spearheading the creation of the Khashoggi 

Ban Working Group to bar abusers from traveling to the U.S. We 

were also thrilled to see three of the political prisoners whose 

plight we documented released from prison. And while we still 

have a long way to go to realize our mission, I believe that with 

dedication, creativity, and persistence, our impact will only grow.

The time is now to seize upon the openings for change we have 

helped create—both in the Middle East and North Africa, and 

here in the United States—and pave the way for a more just and 

equitable future for the people of the region. I hope you will join 

us in this effort.

 

Sarah Leah Whitson
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Democracy for the Arab World Now (DAWN) promotes democracy and human 

rights in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) by advocating for changes 

in U.S. foreign policy, pursuing accountability for regional abusers and their 

enablers, and amplifying the voices of political exiles and civil society activists 

from MENA countries. We deliberately focus on the MENA governments with the 

closest ties to the U.S. government because that is where we believe we have 

the greatest moral responsibility and where we stand to have the most impact.

Mission

Saudi journalist Jamal 

Khashoggi founded DAWN 

in June 2018—just a few 

months before he was mur-

dered in Istanbul by a hit 

squad dispatched by Saudi 

Crown Prince Mohammed 

bin Salman.

DAWN’s diverse, multi- 

national staff have an aver-

age of 15 years of relevant 

experience and include law-

yers, journalists, scholars, 

activists, and advocates with 

roots in the MENA region 

and the United States. Our 

eight-member Board includes 

leading Arab- and Muslim- 

American activists, human 

rights and legal experts, and a 

Nobel laureate from Yemen.

DAWN does not accept 

funding from any MENA  

governments. We are  

currently supported solely 

by private foundations and 

individuals.
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https://dawnmena.org/
https://dawnmena.org/about/our-mission/
https://dawnmena.org/founder/who-was-jamal-khashoggi/
https://dawnmena.org/founder/who-was-jamal-khashoggi/
https://dawnmena.org/about/who-we-are-2/
https://dawnmena.org/experts/
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Methodology
DAWN operates as a human rights research and advocacy orga-
nization, a think tank, and a publishing platform all in one. Our 
change-oriented process begins with rigorous research and 
expert analysis. From there, we develop tailored advocacy, 
media outreach, publications, and online and offline engage-
ment strategies to achieve our goals.

COLLABORATIVE: DAWN 

often partners with allies in the 

movement, taking the lead on 

new initiatives, co-sponsoring 

projects and advocacy cam-

paigns, and providing strategic 

support to strengthen existing 

efforts as needed.

INNOVATIVE: Activists and 

policymakers need new 

approaches to address 

long-standing problems 

affecting the Middle East and 

North Africa. Instead of lim-

iting ourselves to a singular 

method or process, DAWN 

remains nimble and open to 

experimentation.

INCLUSIVE: DAWN works to 

position the voices of activ-

ists and political exiles from 

the MENA region alongside 

those of regional and U.S. 

foreign policy experts, and 

to amplify those voices 

with policymakers and the 

broader foreign policy com-

munity. We believe the peo-

ple most affected by abusive 

governance in the MENA 

region should have a say in 

the American policies that 

affect them.

DAWN

human rights research 
and advocacy

think tankpublishing 
platform

rigorous research  
and expert analysis

tailored 
advocacy

media 
outreach

online  
engagement 

strategy

6

https://dawnmena.org/about/what-we-do/
https://dawnmena.org/democracy-in-exile/
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TIMELINE

2020 2021 
JUNE 
Jamal Khashoggi 
launches the 
organization

OCT 2 
Jamal Khashoggi 
murdered in 
Turkey

SEPT 29 
DAWN relaunches 
the organization

JAN 3 
Sahar Aziz and 
Tawakkol Karman 
join the board

JAN 4 
Arabic Website 
launches

DEC 6 
Khashoggi Way 
street renaming 
passes DC Council 
unanimously

FEB 25 
ODNI report 
identifying MBS 
for the murder 
of Khashoggi 
released

FEB 10 
Saudi activist 
Loujain Alhathloul 
released from 
prison

APRIL 12 
Egyptian journalist 
Khaled Dawoud 
released from  
prison

APRIL 14 
Egyptian human 
rights reporter 
Solafa Magdy 
released from prison 
opposition

JUN 10 
Culprits Gallery 
launches

JAN 14 
Khashoggi Way 
Designation Act 
introduced

JAN 15 
DAWN demands 
release of report on 
Jamal Khashoggi’s 
murder in Lawsuit 
against ODNI

JUL 28 
Khashoggi Ban 
Working Group 
first meeting

AUG 5 
Conditionality 
Project launches

SEP 21 
Reed Brody and 
Louis Bickford join 
the board

SEP 23
Lobbyist profiled 
by DAWN  
drops contract  
with Saudi 
government

SEP 9 
Lobbyist Gallery 
launches

MAR 1 
DAWN submits  
MBS for Mag-
nitsky Act 
sanctions

APR 29 
Sarah Leah  
Whitson testifies  
in Congress before 
Tom Lantos Human 
Rights Commission

MAY 25 
DAWN breaks story 
on U.S.  arms sales 
to Israel, organizes 
opposition

OCT 20 
DAWN and Hatice 
Cengiz file lawsuit 
against MBS

2018
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https://dawnmena.org/founder/chronology-of-a-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/founder/chronology-of-a-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/founder/chronology-of-a-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/founder/chronology-of-a-murder/
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/28/world/middleeast/jamal-khashoggi-dawn-saudi-arabia.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2020/09/28/world/middleeast/jamal-khashoggi-dawn-saudi-arabia.html
https://dawnmena.org/nobel-peace-laureate-tawakkol-karman-and-leading-civil-rights-scholar-sahar-aziz-join-board-of-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/nobel-peace-laureate-tawakkol-karman-and-leading-civil-rights-scholar-sahar-aziz-join-board-of-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/nobel-peace-laureate-tawakkol-karman-and-leading-civil-rights-scholar-sahar-aziz-join-board-of-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/nobel-peace-laureate-tawakkol-karman-and-leading-civil-rights-scholar-sahar-aziz-join-board-of-dawn/
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/newsroom/reports-publications/reports-publications-2021/item/2186-assessing-the-saudi-government-s-role-in-the-killing-of-jamal-khashoggi
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/newsroom/reports-publications/reports-publications-2021/item/2186-assessing-the-saudi-government-s-role-in-the-killing-of-jamal-khashoggi
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/newsroom/reports-publications/reports-publications-2021/item/2186-assessing-the-saudi-government-s-role-in-the-killing-of-jamal-khashoggi
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/newsroom/reports-publications/reports-publications-2021/item/2186-assessing-the-saudi-government-s-role-in-the-killing-of-jamal-khashoggi
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/newsroom/reports-publications/reports-publications-2021/item/2186-assessing-the-saudi-government-s-role-in-the-killing-of-jamal-khashoggi
https://www.dni.gov/index.php/newsroom/reports-publications/reports-publications-2021/item/2186-assessing-the-saudi-government-s-role-in-the-killing-of-jamal-khashoggi
https://dawnmena.org/washington-d-c-council-pass-the-jamal-khashoggi-way-designation-act-of-2021/
https://dawnmena.org/washington-d-c-council-pass-the-jamal-khashoggi-way-designation-act-of-2021/
https://dawnmena.org/washington-d-c-council-pass-the-jamal-khashoggi-way-designation-act-of-2021/
https://dawnmena.org/washington-d-c-council-pass-the-jamal-khashoggi-way-designation-act-of-2021/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-demands-release-of-report-on-jamal-khashoggis-murder-in-lawsuit-against-dni/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-demands-release-of-report-on-jamal-khashoggis-murder-in-lawsuit-against-dni/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-demands-release-of-report-on-jamal-khashoggis-murder-in-lawsuit-against-dni/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-demands-release-of-report-on-jamal-khashoggis-murder-in-lawsuit-against-dni/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-demands-release-of-report-on-jamal-khashoggis-murder-in-lawsuit-against-dni/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-demands-release-of-report-on-jamal-khashoggis-murder-in-lawsuit-against-dni/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggi-ban-working-group-aims-to-make-it-harder-for-repressive-regimes-to-harass-activists-abroad/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggi-ban-working-group-aims-to-make-it-harder-for-repressive-regimes-to-harass-activists-abroad/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggi-ban-working-group-aims-to-make-it-harder-for-repressive-regimes-to-harass-activists-abroad/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggi-ban-working-group-aims-to-make-it-harder-for-repressive-regimes-to-harass-activists-abroad/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-hold-130m-egypts-military-aid-over-human-rights-sources-2021-09-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-hold-130m-egypts-military-aid-over-human-rights-sources-2021-09-14/
https://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/us-hold-130m-egypts-military-aid-over-human-rights-sources-2021-09-14/
https://dawnmena.org/reed-brody-louis-bickford-global-leaders-in-human-rights-join-dawn-board-of-directors/
https://dawnmena.org/reed-brody-louis-bickford-global-leaders-in-human-rights-join-dawn-board-of-directors/
https://dawnmena.org/reed-brody-louis-bickford-global-leaders-in-human-rights-join-dawn-board-of-directors/
https://dawnmena.org/reed-brody-louis-bickford-global-leaders-in-human-rights-join-dawn-board-of-directors/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/category/countries/lobbyists/
https://dawnmena.org/category/countries/lobbyists/
https://dawnmena.org/category/countries/lobbyists/
https://dawnmena.org/42-organizations-the-khashoggi-report-makes-clear-its-time-to-sanction-mbs/
https://dawnmena.org/42-organizations-the-khashoggi-report-makes-clear-its-time-to-sanction-mbs/
https://dawnmena.org/42-organizations-the-khashoggi-report-makes-clear-its-time-to-sanction-mbs/
https://dawnmena.org/42-organizations-the-khashoggi-report-makes-clear-its-time-to-sanction-mbs/
https://dawnmena.org/42-organizations-the-khashoggi-report-makes-clear-its-time-to-sanction-mbs/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-state-department-secret-approval-of-license-for-weapons-sales-to-israel-circumvents-historic-senate-vote-on-arms-sale-to-israel/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-state-department-secret-approval-of-license-for-weapons-sales-to-israel-circumvents-historic-senate-vote-on-arms-sale-to-israel/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-state-department-secret-approval-of-license-for-weapons-sales-to-israel-circumvents-historic-senate-vote-on-arms-sale-to-israel/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-state-department-secret-approval-of-license-for-weapons-sales-to-israel-circumvents-historic-senate-vote-on-arms-sale-to-israel/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-state-department-secret-approval-of-license-for-weapons-sales-to-israel-circumvents-historic-senate-vote-on-arms-sale-to-israel/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggis-widow-and-dawn-sue-mbs-and-co-conspirators-in-us-court-for-washpost-journalists-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggis-widow-and-dawn-sue-mbs-and-co-conspirators-in-us-court-for-washpost-journalists-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggis-widow-and-dawn-sue-mbs-and-co-conspirators-in-us-court-for-washpost-journalists-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggis-widow-and-dawn-sue-mbs-and-co-conspirators-in-us-court-for-washpost-journalists-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/
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Jamal’s work demonstrated the 

power of exile to create the con-

ditions necessary for democratic 

voices to speak out and be heard. 

Seeking to support these voices, 

DAWN works to mainstream the per-

spectives and recommendations of 

democracy exiles and activists from 

the Middle East and North Africa into 

policy discussions and media cover-

age. DAWN does this by:

MAGNIFYING VOICES: We priori-
tize the writings of political exiles 
in our journal, Democracy in 

Exile, help to develop their policy 
recommendations, connect them 
to media opportunities, and 
ensure their inclusion as speakers 
on foreign policy panels and at 
conferences.

ENGAGING IN POLICY DISCUS-
SIONS: We connect democ-
racy exiles to U.S. government 
officials for advocacy meet-
ings, Congressional testimo-
nies, and other direct advocacy 
opportunities.

CREATING AN INSTITUTIONAL 
HOME: We directly involve 
democracy exiles from the MENA 
region in our programmatic work 
and advocacy, including through 
membership in our Non-Resident 
Fellows program—a group of 
over a dozen MENA experts with 
diverse backgrounds who greatly 
strengthen our advocacy and 
analysis. We also ensure mem-
bers of the political exile commu-
nity are represented on our staff 
and Board.

Engaging the Exile Community
When Jamal Khashoggi went into self-imposed exile in the United States in 2017, 

he was finally able to report the truth about his homeland. As a columnist for The 

Washington Post, Jamal shed light on the Saudi government’s brutal crackdown on free 

speech, the motives behind its devastating war in Yemen, the impulsive nature of its 

crown prince, and the U.S. government’s role in enabling its slide into dictatorship. 

https://dawnmena.org/experts/
https://dawnmena.org/about/who-we-are-2/
https://dawnmena.org/about/who-we-are-2/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/people/jamal-khashoggi/
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Rigorous advocacy-driven research 

and analysis are at the heart of 

DAWN’s work. 

Whether we are pursuing account-

ability for human rights abusers from 

the Middle East and North Africa, 

working to move the needle on U.S. 

foreign policy toward the region, or 

seeking to influence the thinking of 

the broader foreign policy commu-

nity—our process begins with inves-

tigating and evaluating the facts.

Introduction RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS HIGHLIGHTS

DAWN’s signature research projects include our Unjust Prosecutions Gallery, where we 

exhaustively document emblematic cases of political prisoners in the MENA region; the 

Culprits Gallery, where we expose the mid-level MENA government officials responsible 

for ongoing repression and abuse; and the Lobbyist Hall of Shame, where we reveal the 

roles of individual U.S-based lobbyists in creating a veneer of legitimacy and securing U.S. 

support for abusive MENA governments.

In addition to these signature research projects, DAWN continuously monitors developments 

in the United States and MENA countries, producing a steady stream of commentary and anal-

ysis on developments related to human rights, democracy, and the rule of law in the region.

10

DAWN has also designed a groundbreaking new analytical tool, the Khashoggi Index. 

Named after our late founder, the Index will measure the role of the U.S. and other for-

eign governments in promoting or undermining human rights and democracy in the 

MENA region. Having developed the methodology for the Index, DAWN and our partners 

at the Massachusetts Institute for Technology are now seeking funds to launch it.



Ahmed Tohamy  
Professor of Politics

 

Khaled Dawoud 
Prominent Journalist  

and Politician

 

Haitham Mohamedain 
Labor Rights Activist and 

Human Rights Lawyer

Solafa Sallam 
Award-Winning Journalist

 

Hoda Abdel Moneim 
Human Rights  

Lawyer

 

 

Ibrahim Ezz el-Din 
Urban Planning Engineer and 

Human Rights Researcher

Introduction   |   Unjust Prosecutions   |   Culprits Gallery   |   Lobbyist Hall of Shame   |   Political Analysis

About DAWN Research  
and Analysis

Advocating 
for Change

DAWN’s 
Journal

Influencing  
Public Opinion

Engaging  
Online

Visual  
Storytelling Impact

UNJUST 
PROSECUTIONS 
UNCOVERED15

Abdulsalam al-Marzooqi 
Educator and Public Servant

Mohammad al-Roken  
Constitutional Lawyer

Prince Salman  
(Ghazalan) Al Saud 

Saudi Businessman

 

Waleed Sami Abulkhair 
Lawyer and Activist

Salman Alodah 
Islamic Scholar

 
 

Loujain Alhathloul 
Women’s Rights Advocate

EGYPT

SAUDI ARABIA

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

DAWN’s Unjust Prosecutions documents indi-

vidual cases of political detainees being held 

unjustly. Drawing upon primary and secondary 

sources, these comprehensive case files docu-

ment the conditions of arrest and charges brought against 

each detainee, their detention conditions, trials or sen-

tencing, and instances of government retaliation against 

their family members. Those profiled reflect a cross-sec-

tion of society and include not only human rights activists 

and journalists, but also businesspeople, former govern-

ment officials, and other elites.
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UNJUST PROSECUTIONS
SELECT SAMPLE

Released in 2021

https://dawnmena.org/academic-freedom-under-fire-egyptian-government-jails-ahmed-tohamy/
https://dawnmena.org/held-in-a-choking-space-egyptian-government-jails-journalist-khaled-dawoud/
https://dawnmena.org/we-want-to-create-a-new-life-a-labor-rights-activist-struggles-for-justice/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/egypt/egypt-unjust-prosecutions/
https://dawnmena.org/abdulsalam-al-marzooqi-a-decade-in-prison-for-an-educator-public-servant-and-father-of-six/
https://dawnmena.org/prince-salman-ghazalan-al-saud-detained-since-2018-disappeared-since-2020/
https://dawnmena.org/waleed-abulkhair-charged-twice-no-justice/
https://dawnmena.org/ill-kill-you-but-before-that-ill-rape-you-loujain-alhathlouls-torture-in-a-saudi-prison-2/
https://dawnmena.org/constitutional-lawyer-mohammad-al-roken-asked-for-reform-in-the-uae-but-got-10-years-in-prison-instead/
https://dawnmena.org/solafa-magdy-sallam-imprisoned-journalist-and-human-rights-activists-egypt/
https://dawnmena.org/abdel-moneim-forcibly-disappeared-with-daughters-fighting-for-release/
https://dawnmena.org/one-bullet-is-enough-egyptian-authorities-target-urban-planning-engineer-ibrahim-ezz-el-din/
https://dawnmena.org/expressing-cynicism-about-the-governments-achievements-ksa-imprisons-salman-alodah-a-popular-scholar-advocating-for-reform/
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Tyrants need enablers to implement their  

oppressive policies. DAWN seeks to disclose 

the identity of the state agents who enable 

repression, making them recognizable at home and 

abroad. These individuals, whom DAWN calls “culprits,” 

moral and legal responsibility for human rights and  

international humanitarian law violations.

Saud al-Qahtani  
Organized Khashoggi’s 

murder, tortured prominent 

activist

Samha Alghamdi  
Failed to investigate torture 

Ali al-Zahrani  
Fatally deprived detainee of 

medical care in prison

Judge  
Abdulazizal-Jaber  

Sentenced child  

to death

Wafa Alsaleh  
Failed to act on torture  

complaint 

Judge Mufarreh  
al-Jundub  

Convicted activist of  
terrorism for challenging  

male guardianship

Chief Prosecutor 
Khaleh el-Din  

Abused defendants’ rights

Prosecutor  
Mohamed el-Garf  
Prosecuted activist for  

social media post

Chief Prosecutor  
Hamada El-Sawy  
Jailed thousands for 

peaceful activism

Judge Moataz Khafagy 
Targeted peaceful  

activists

Prosecutor  
Nabil Sadek  

Prosecuted peaceful activists

Judge  
Mohammed Fahmy  
Punished dissidents with 

endless pretrial detention

SELECT SAMPLE

CULPRIT
PROFILES21

CULPRITS GALLERY EGYPT SAUDI ARABIA

https://dawnmena.org/countries/egypt/egypt-culprits/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/saudi-arabia/saudi-arabia-culprits/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/dawns-culprits-gallery/
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LOBBYIST HALL OF SHAME

JOHN DESCHAUER
Foreign Agent for Saudi Government  

Agency Implicated in Khashoggi’s Murder

BRET BOYLES
Foreign Agent for Saudi Government  

Agency Implicated in Khashoggi’s Murder

ED NEWBERRY
Foreign Agent for Saudi Government  

Agency Implicated in Khashoggi’s Murder 

CONTRACT DROPPED

DAWN’s Lobbyist Hall of Shame exposes the U.S.-based lobbyists paid to keep U.S. support flowing to some of the MENA 
region’s worst human rights violators. We use each profile to call the lobbyist out by name, challenge their ethics, and pub-
licize the harmful role they play in aiding and abetting human rights violators. We also offer detailed recommendations to 
Congress, lobbyists, and U.S. State Bar Associations to help them uphold their domestic and international legal obligations.

https://dawnmena.org/countries/lobbyist-gallery/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-congress-dont-meet-with-american-lobbyists-representing-abusive-middle-east-governments/
https://dawnmena.org/john-deschauer-foreign-agent-for-saudi-government-agency-implicated-in-khashoggis-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/bret-boyles-foreign-agent-for-saudi-government-agency-implicated-in-khashoggis-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
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PRESS 
RELEASES34

Declassified materials should  
include all information concerning 
Saudi government’s possible role 

in 9/11 Attacks (Sep 10) POLITICAL ANALYSIS
SELECT SAMPLE

14

SECURITY 
AND  

DEFENSE

U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY

ACCOUNTABILITY

RULE OF LAW
AND GOOD

GOVERNANCE

HUMAN RIGHTS

FOREIGN AID

The majority of DAWN’s press releases go beyond public 
statements to provide in-depth political analysis and first-
hand information about major foreign policy matters and 

breaking news affecting the MENA region. We disseminate these 
releases across our 10 social media accounts, as well as by email 
to our Arabic and English speaking listservs which include U.S. 
policymakers and other members of the foreign policy community.

U.S.: Suspend 
aid to Tunisia in 
wake of coup 

(Aug 24)

DAWN to U.S. Congress: end  
support for abusive governments  

in the MENA region (May 1)

U.S.: Waiver on military
aid restrictions rewards

Sisi, harms Egyptian 
people (Sep 13)

Eight years after  

al-Sisi’s coup, eight 
broken promises (Aug 11)

Saudi Arabia: Disclose  
whereabouts and rel ease  

Salman Ghazalan and his father 
Prince Abdulaziz (Jun 24)

Egypt: Suspend death penalty, life 
imprisonment sentences in fatally 

flawed Rabaa Square trial (Jun 
24)

Three questions Congress should  
ask Egypt Chief Intelligence Abbas 

Kamel during U.S. visit (Jun 21)

U.S. Congress: Don’t meet  
with American lobbyists repre-

senting abusive Middle East  
governments (Sep 9)

Department of National Intelligence  
report directly implicates Saudi Crown 

Prince Mohammed bin Salman in 
Khashoggi murder (Feb 26)

DAWN and Hatice Cengiz successfully 
serve saudi crown prince, paving  
way for lawsuit for the murder of  

Jamal Khashoggi (Mar 19)

U.S. federal court should  exercise 
jurisdiction over Jamal 

Khashoggi’s murderers (Sep 15)

https://dawnmena.org/u-s-declassified-materials-should-include-all-information-concerning-saudi-governments-possible-role-in-9-11-attacks/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-declassified-materials-should-include-all-information-concerning-saudi-governments-possible-role-in-9-11-attacks/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-declassified-materials-should-include-all-information-concerning-saudi-governments-possible-role-in-9-11-attacks/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-declassified-materials-should-include-all-information-concerning-saudi-governments-possible-role-in-9-11-attacks/
https://dawnmena.org/category/press-releases/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-suspend-aid-to-tunisia-in-wake-of-coup/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-suspend-aid-to-tunisia-in-wake-of-coup/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-suspend-aid-to-tunisia-in-wake-of-coup/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-suspend-aid-to-tunisia-in-wake-of-coup/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/?utm_campaign=later-linkinbio-dawnmenaorg&utm_content=later-16867029&utm_medium=social&utm_source=instagram
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/?utm_campaign=later-linkinbio-dawnmenaorg&utm_content=later-16867029&utm_medium=social&utm_source=instagram
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-to-u-s-congress-end-support-for-abusive-governments-in-the-mena-region/?utm_campaign=later-linkinbio-dawnmenaorg&utm_content=later-16867029&utm_medium=social&utm_source=instagram
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-waiver-on-military-aid-restrictions-rewards-sisi-harms-egyptian-people/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-waiver-on-military-aid-restrictions-rewards-sisi-harms-egyptian-people/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-waiver-on-military-aid-restrictions-rewards-sisi-harms-egyptian-people/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-waiver-on-military-aid-restrictions-rewards-sisi-harms-egyptian-people/
https://dawnmena.org/eight-years-after-al-sisis-coup-eight-broken-promises/
https://dawnmena.org/eight-years-after-al-sisis-coup-eight-broken-promises/
https://dawnmena.org/eight-years-after-al-sisis-coup-eight-broken-promises/
https://dawnmena.org/egypt-suspend-death-penalty-life-imprisonment-sentences-in-fatally-flawed-rabaa-square-trial/
https://dawnmena.org/egypt-suspend-death-penalty-life-imprisonment-sentences-in-fatally-flawed-rabaa-square-trial/
https://dawnmena.org/egypt-suspend-death-penalty-life-imprisonment-sentences-in-fatally-flawed-rabaa-square-trial/
https://dawnmena.org/egypt-suspend-death-penalty-life-imprisonment-sentences-in-fatally-flawed-rabaa-square-trial/
https://dawnmena.org/egypt-suspend-death-penalty-life-imprisonment-sentences-in-fatally-flawed-rabaa-square-trial/
https://dawnmena.org/egypt-suspend-death-penalty-life-imprisonment-sentences-in-fatally-flawed-rabaa-square-trial/
https://dawnmena.org/egypt-suspend-death-penalty-life-imprisonment-sentences-in-fatally-flawed-rabaa-square-trial/
https://dawnmena.org/three-questions-congress-should-ask-egyptian-intelligence-chief-abbas-kamel-during-u-s-visit/
https://dawnmena.org/three-questions-congress-should-ask-egyptian-intelligence-chief-abbas-kamel-during-u-s-visit/
https://dawnmena.org/three-questions-congress-should-ask-egyptian-intelligence-chief-abbas-kamel-during-u-s-visit/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-congress-dont-meet-with-american-lobbyists-representing-abusive-middle-east-governments/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-congress-dont-meet-with-american-lobbyists-representing-abusive-middle-east-governments/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-congress-dont-meet-with-american-lobbyists-representing-abusive-middle-east-governments/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-congress-dont-meet-with-american-lobbyists-representing-abusive-middle-east-governments/
https://dawnmena.org/department-of-national-intelligence-report-directly-implicates-saudi-crown-prince-mohamed-bin-salman-in-khashoggi-murder-2/
https://dawnmena.org/department-of-national-intelligence-report-directly-implicates-saudi-crown-prince-mohamed-bin-salman-in-khashoggi-murder-2/
https://dawnmena.org/department-of-national-intelligence-report-directly-implicates-saudi-crown-prince-mohamed-bin-salman-in-khashoggi-murder-2/
https://dawnmena.org/department-of-national-intelligence-report-directly-implicates-saudi-crown-prince-mohamed-bin-salman-in-khashoggi-murder-2/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-and-hatice-cengiz-successfully-serve-saudi-crown-prince-paving-way-for-lawsuit-for-the-murder-of-jamal-khashoggi/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-and-hatice-cengiz-successfully-serve-saudi-crown-prince-paving-way-for-lawsuit-for-the-murder-of-jamal-khashoggi/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-and-hatice-cengiz-successfully-serve-saudi-crown-prince-paving-way-for-lawsuit-for-the-murder-of-jamal-khashoggi/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-and-hatice-cengiz-successfully-serve-saudi-crown-prince-paving-way-for-lawsuit-for-the-murder-of-jamal-khashoggi/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-federal-court-should-exercise-jurisdiction-over-jamal-khashoggis-murderers/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-federal-court-should-exercise-jurisdiction-over-jamal-khashoggis-murderers/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-federal-court-should-exercise-jurisdiction-over-jamal-khashoggis-murderers/
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DAWN’s advocacy targets both government officials and 

the broader foreign policy community. It aims to shift U.S. 

foreign policy for the Middle East and North Africa away 

from support for abusive governments, toward support 

for human rights and democracy.

 

Through letters, meetings, briefings, and petitions, we 

urge U.S. policymakers to suspend military support to 

governments in the MENA region with poor human rights 

records; avoid meeting with U.S.-based lobbyists work-

ing as foreign agents for these governments; and sup-

port measures to sanction and hold accountable officials 

responsible for human rights abuses. At the same time, 

we seek to influence the thinking of the broader foreign 

policy community by convening key stakeholders to dis-

cuss new models for U.S. policy toward the region.

Introduction

Partnerships are integral to DAWN’s advocacy  
strategy, and we frequently draft and join letters and 
petitions, co-sponsor advocacy events and initiatives, 
and participate in coalitions and working groups.

DAWN’s strong relationships with key government 
offices enable us to quickly communicate our recom-
mendations to policymakers who value our input. In 
our first year alone we held over 100 meetings with 
U.S. members of Congress and dozens more with the 
State Department and the White House.

Our ability to convene diverse voices has led to groundbreaking work-
shops that bring together leading thinkers and advocates to challenge 
traditional U.S. foreign policy approaches promoted by lobbyists and 
propose alternatives that center human rights and the rule of law.

16

ADVOCATING FOR CHANGE HIGHLIGHTS
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DAWN’s first year 

of advocacy work 

coalesced around 

seven focus areas, all of which 

were heavily informed by our 

research and analysis. Direct 

advocacy with U.S. policymak-

ers focused on issues where we 

have specific and unique exper-

tise or experience, including by 

bringing in the voices of politi-

cal exiles.

FOCUS AREAS End Arms Transfers
to abusive MENA countries

Coalition Work
(e.g. Global Magnitsky Act, 

Khashoggi Ban)

Accountability for Jamal
(e.g. lawsuit against MBS, Khashoggi Way, 

Khashoggi Memorial)

DAWN Lobbyist Hall of Shame 
exposes US-lobbyists on regime payrolls

Unjust Prosecutions
profiles cases of detainees

DAWN Culprit Gallery
 exposes officials perpetrating  

regime abuse

Reactive Advocacy
 in response to daily events
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PARTNERSHIPS

• Forum on Arms Trade

• Egypt Coalition 

• Gulf Coalition

• Israel/Palestine Coordination Group

• US Yemen Advocacy working group  

  • Global Magnitsky Coalition (GLOMAG)

• Khashoggi Ban Working Group*

• Palestine Federal Working Group*

• Lobbyist Hall of Shame Coalition*

* DAWN-led coalitions and working groups

•  Protest in front of the Saudi Embassy 

with CAIR and CODE PINK

•  Khashoggi Anniversary Vigil on the 

National Mall: Freedom First

•  Alla Al Sadiq Vigil and Call to Action 

with Freedom Initiative 

•  DAWN Joins global coalition of rights groups to demand 
release of Saudi women’s rights defenders (11/24/20)

•  DAWN Joins Nationwide Coalition Urging US to End 
Participation in Yemen War (12/4/20)

•  National Coalition Calls for an End to Saudi Blockade of 
Yemen (4/6/21)

•  DAWN Signs Open Letter on the Need for a Two-Way 
Arms Embargo on Israel (9/3/21)

18

DAWN joins global coalition of 72 organizations to  
sign Sen. Sanders letter: “U.S.: Support Passage of  
Gaza Reporting Amendment to National Defense  
Authorization Act” (11/16/21)

Whether we are working with advocacy organizations, think tanks, government entities, or academic institutions, partner-

ships play an essential role in DAWN’s advocacy efforts. Collaborating with both likely and unlikely allies is funda-mental 

to our strategy to shift U.S. foreign policy in the MENA region, involving collaboration across sectors, regions, and groups 

to legitimize our work by demonstrating consensus for key issues.

SELECT  
SAMPLE34  JOINT LETTERS 3   PUBLIC ACTIONS 10   COALITIONS AND WORKING GROUPS

https://dawnmena.org/u-s-support-passage-of-gaza-reporting-amendment-to-national-defense-authorization-act/
https://www.humanrightsfirst.org/topics/global-magnitsky
https://www.cair.com
https://www.codepink.org/ctp-day-20
https://fb.me/e/22WSh0VXA
https://fb.me/e/22WSh0VXA
https://dawnmena.org/womens-rights-defenders-must-be-immediately-and-unconditionally-released/
https://dawnmena.org/womens-rights-defenders-must-be-immediately-and-unconditionally-released/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-joins-nationwide-coalition-urging-us-to-end-participation-in-yemen-war/
https://dawnmena.org/dawn-joins-nationwide-coalition-urging-us-to-end-participation-in-yemen-war/
https://dawnmena.org/national-coalition-calls-for-an-end-to-saudi-blockade-of-yemen/
https://dawnmena.org/national-coalition-calls-for-an-end-to-saudi-blockade-of-yemen/
https://dawnmena.org/sign-on-letter-two-way-arms-embargo-on-israel/
https://dawnmena.org/sign-on-letter-two-way-arms-embargo-on-israel/
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Behind the scenes, DAWN 

has established strong 

collaborative partnerships 

with dozens of congressional 

and other governmental offic-

es. DAWN’s staff have briefed 

officials on human rights issues 

in the MENA region and pro-

posed recommendations toward 

improving the implementation 

of existing U.S. law. Staff have 

also testified before congressio-

nal committees and submitted 

statements on the record for 

congressional hearings.

meetings with Members  
of Congress or their  

representatives.

GOVERNMENT 
ADVOCACY

19

Rep. Andre Carson 
(D-IN 07)

Rep. Grace Meng 
(D-NY 06)

Rep. Mark Pocan 
(D-WI 02)

Rep. Brendan Boyle 
(D-PA 02)

Rep. Matt  
Cartwright  
(D-PA 08)

Sen. Mike Lee
(R-UT)

Rep. Brad  
Sherman  

(D-CA 30)

Rep. Elissa Slotkin 
(D-MI 08)

Rep. Susan Wild 
(D-PA 07)

Rep. Yvette D. Clarke 
(D-NY 09)

Rep. Ruben Gallego  
(D-AZ 07)

Rep. Sara  
Jacobs  

(D-CA 53)

Rep. Steve Cohen 
(D-TN 09)

Rep. Dina Titus 
(D-NV 01)

Rep. Brenda Lawrence 
(D-MI 14)

Rep. Madeleine Dean 
(D-PA 04)

Rep. Henry C. 
“Hank” Johnson 

(D-GA 04)

Rep. Rosa  
DeLauro  

(D-CT 03)

Rep. Joe Neguse 
(D-CO 02)

Rep. Jim McGovern 
(D-MA 02)

Rep. Karen Bass 
(D-CA 37)

Rep. Elaine Luria 
(D-VA 02)

Rep. Chellie Pingree 
(D-ME 01)

Rep. Veronica Escobar 
(D-TX 16)

Rep. Sylvia  
R. Garcia  
(TX-29)

Rep. Joe Morelle 
(D-NY 25)

Rep. Jamie Raskin 
(D-MD 08)

Rep. Juan Vargas 
(D-CA 51)

Rep. Andy Levin 
(D-MI 09)

Rep. Mary Gay Scanlon 
(D-PA 05)

Rep. Louis Frankel 
(D-FL 21)

Rep. Eleanor 
Holmes Norton 

(D-DC 01)

Rep. Ilhan Omar 
(D-MN 05)

Rep. Cori Bush 
(D-MO 01)

Sen. Rand Paul
(R-KY)

Rep. Ro Khanna 
(D-CA 17)

Rep. Barbara Lee 
(D-CA 13)

Rep. Hakeem Jeffries 
(D-NY 08)

Rep. Katie Porter 
(D-CA 45)

Rep. Lloyd 
Doggett  

(D-TX 35)

Rep. Katherine Clark 
(D-MA 05)

Rep. Adam Schiff 
(D-CA 28)

Rep. Adam Schiff 
(D-CA 28)

Rep. Donald 
Norcross 
(D-NJ 01)

Rep. Steven Horsford  
(D-NV 04)

100

Rep. Andy Kim 
(D-NJ 03) 
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DAWN organized several high-level convenings with advocates, analysts, affected community members, and 

policy makers on critical issues in U.S. approaches to the region and foreign policy advocacy to help move 

the needle on major agendas. These discussions helped to break down arbitrary boundaries imposed on cit-

izens by their repressive regimes, invited critical self-analysis and debate, and pushed for a shift away from destruc-

tive, preconceived notions about the MENA region. Some workshops were conducted under Chatham House Rules 

to allow greater freedom for speakers to participate without identification, association or affiliation.

CONVENINGS
 

CONDITIONING AID TO ABUSERS  
AS A TOOL FOR HUMAN RIGHTS  
ADVOCACY: CRITICAL PERSPECTIVES

SAUDI-IRAN CIVIL  
SOCIETY DIALOGUE

ISRAEL-PALESTINE  
AND U.S. POLICY:  
ROUNDTABLE SERIES

ISRAELI DESIGNATION OF  
PALESTINIAN ORGANIZATIONS 
“TERRORIST”: CONGRESSIONAL 
STAFF BRIEFINGS

DAWN and the Massachussetts Institute of 

Technology (MIT) hosted a workshop to critically 

assess the effectiveness of conditioning military 

aid to abusers on human rights reforms, and  

published several papers with recommendations 

to the foreign policy community.

DAWN organized a series of 

ongoing conversations with lead-

ing policy-makers and experts 

on Israel-Palestine from differing 

political perspectives to assess 

the need for a changed U.S. pol-

icy towards Israel.

DAWN organized a ground-

breaking discussion with the 

Iranian and Saudi community 

diasporas to exchange views 

and ideas about the policies of 

their countries.

Webinar Recording

Workshop Summary

Workshop Summary

DAWN together with leading think tanks 

and rights groups hosted a number of spe-

cial briefings for Congressional staff to hear 

directly representatives of Palestinian orga-

nizations targeted for closure by Israel.

https://youtu.be/EiysJUlu0iY
https://dawnmena.org/what-saudi-iran-talks-mean-for-saudis-and-iranians-themselves/
https://dawnmena.org/conditionality-as-a-tool-for-human-rights-advocacy-workshop-report-and-recommendations/
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https://dawnmena.org/democracy-in-exile/
https://dawnmena.org/democracy-in-exile/
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DAWN’s online journal, Democracy in Exile, is a 

space for democracy exiles and activists from the 

Middle East and North Africa to elevate their voices 

in key debates alongside those of leading MENA 

experts, journalists, and other commentators.

For too long, the views of those most affected by 

violence and repression in the MENA region have 

been silenced by their governments and overlooked 

by U.S. policymakers. Democracy in Exile is com-

mitted to magnifying these voices, which are essen-

tial to understanding the state of human rights and 

democracy in the region.

 

Introduction
Since DAWN’s launch, Democracy in Exile has pub-
lished over 100 articles from more than 85 different 
authors—from dissidents and policymakers to activ-
ists and novelists.

Journal articles include critical assessments of U.S. for-
eign policy, exposés about the anti-democratic prac-
tices and human rights violations of America’s closest 
regional allies, and first-person reflections on what it’s 
like to live under abusive regional governments.

The most widely read pieces include British Palestinian 
writer Selma Dabbagh’s essay about life and loss in 
Jerusalem; DAWN’s interview with author and analyst 
Rula Jebreal on Afghanistan and the “war on terror”; 
and a report on how Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman physically beat a detained Saudi cleric.

22

DAWN’S JOURNAL HIGHLIGHTS

https://dawnmena.org/democracy-in-exile/
https://dawnmena.org/jerusalem-dispossessed/
https://dawnmena.org/no-accountability-whatsoever-rula-jebreal-on-afghanistan-and-the-war-on-terror/
https://dawnmena.org/beaten-by-mbs-and-disappeared-the-case-of-sulaiman-al-dowaish/
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COUNTRIES AND ISSUES OF FOCUS

Rule of Law and  
Good Governance 

and
 Peace and Security

U.S. Foreign Policy  
and 

Foreign Aid

Democracy Accountability 

Human 
Rights 

Arts and 
Culture 

The variety of topics and regions addressed in DAWN’s journal are varying and intersectional, 

seeking to include a plurality of political exiles’ experiences and visions for democracy in the 

region. Democracy in Exile’s newly launched series of roundtables bring together a wide range of 

experts to debate the biggest policy issues in the region—most recently, the fate of the Iran nuclear deal.

FOCUS AREAS COUNTRY TOPIC BREAKDOWN
percent of total coverage

Saudi Arabia (15%)

Egypt (13%)

United States (11%)

Palestine (10%) 

Middle East (8%)

Syria (7%)

Yemen (6%)

10%0

Remaining coverage (31%) includes Tunisia, UAE,  
Israel,  Jordan, Libya, Iraq, Lebanon, Morocco, and Iran.

100+
total articles 

published 

 

1,000
average views 

per article
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INTERVIEWS

Original interviews with leading 
political thinkers, experts, acad-
emics, and government officials  

diversifies the perspectives included and 
first hand experiences amplified in DAWN’s 
journal, Democracy in Exile.

14

“US Should End 
Complicity in 

Saudi Abuses” 

Interview with 
Peter Beinart

“Justice is Always 
on the Table” 

Reed Brody On 
Hunting Dictators 

“We’re in an Era  
of Authoritarian  
Encroachment” 

Larry Diamond on 
Democracy’s Fate

“No Accountability 
Whatsoever”
 
Rula Jebreal On 
Afghanistan and 
the War On Terror

“Syria is Like a 
Planet in My Head” 

Samar Yazbek on 
Writing in Exile

“Art That Makes 
Them Think and Act” 

Gianluca Constantini 
on Cartoons, Activ-

ism, and Censorship

“I Wanted to be 
Their Voice” 

Rana Husseini on 
Women’s Rights  
in Jordan

“The Writing Will be 

On the Wall for Saudi 

Arabia in Yemen if  

the US and Its Allies 

Withdraw Support”

 
Gary Sick on U.S.  

foreign policy

“In Saudi Arabia, 
Peaceful Activistm  

is Considered an  
Act of Terrorism” 

Interview with  
Hala al-Dosari

“If We Decide the Rule  
of Law is Not for Us In  
the Case of Khashoggi,  
It’s Open Season for 
American Citizens” 

Robert Baer on the 
U.S.-Saudi relationship

“It Was Easy  
for Them to 
Shoot You, 

Nevertheless 
Assil Diab  
Persisted”

“Michael Isikoff on the 
Many Black Boxes of 
Khashoggi’s Murder” 

“How You Are or Are 
Not Being Watched” 
 
Arthur Holland Michel 
on Surveillance  
Technology

“Art as Response, 
Not Escape” 

A Conversation 
With Mohammed 
al-Hawajri in Gaza

https://dawnmena.org/peter-beinart-us-should-end-complicity-in-saudi-abuses/
https://dawnmena.org/justice-is-always-on-the-table-human-rights-lawyer-reed-brody-on-hunting-dictators/
https://dawnmena.org/syria-is-like-a-planet-in-my-head-novelist-samar-yazbek-on-writing-in-exile/
https://dawnmena.org/the-writing-will-be-on-the-wall-for-saudi-arabia-in-yemen-if-the-us-and-its-allies-withdraw-support/
https://dawnmena.org/it-was-easy-for-them-to-shoot-you-nevertheless-assil-diab-persisted/
https://dawnmena.org/art-that-makes-them-think-and-act-gianluca-costantini-on-cartoons-activism-and-censorship/
https://dawnmena.org/in-saudi-arabia-peaceful-activism-is-considered-an-act-of-terrorism/
https://dawnmena.org/michael-isikoff-on-the-many-black-boxes-of-jamal-khashoggis-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/no-accountability-whatsoever-rula-jebreal-on-afghanistan-and-the-war-on-terror/
https://dawnmena.org/if-we-decide-the-rule-of-law-is-not-for-us-in-the-case-of-khashoggi-its-open-season-on-american-citizens/
https://dawnmena.org/art-as-response-not-escape-a-conversation-with-palestinian-artist-mohammed-al-hawajri-in-gaza/
https://dawnmena.org/i-wanted-to-be-their-voice-journalist-rana-husseini-on-womens-rights-in-jordan/
https://dawnmena.org/were-in-an-era-of-authoritarian-encroachment-larry-diamond-on-democracys-fate/
https://dawnmena.org/how-you-are-or-are-not-being-watched-arthur-holland-michel-on-surveillance-tech/
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Influencing public opinion through the media is one way 

DAWN works to shift the broader narrative around the 

Middle East and North Africa and change U.S. foreign 

policy toward it. The scope of DAWN’s media coverage 

is, quite simply, remarkable for an organization of our 

size and tenure.

Since our launch, we have built the organizational infra-

structure for successful media outreach, including invest-

ing in advanced, cutting-edge tools to expand our media 

footprint and track our reach. We have embedded com-

munications principles into our content development 

processes, refined our press release format, and honed 

our organizational voice—all with the goal of maximizing 

press pick-up. We have pitched our content widely, nur-

tured relationships with key journalists, and responded 

swiftly to breaking events. In our first year we:

Introduction INFLUENCING PUBLIC OPINION HIGHLIGHTS

Published 40 op-eds in major publications—an out-
standing number for an organization of our size— 
establishing ourselves as a go-to source of commentary 
and analysis on developments affecting the region.

OP-
EDS40

Earned an average of 12 citations a day in 
global mainstream media coverage, with 
half appearing in U.S. outlets.

CITATIONS
PER DAY12

Reached out to 200 of the top media  
personalities covering the MENA region 
and U.S. foreign policy. Many of these 
journalists now regularly contact us for 
commentary and analysis.

200+ MEDIA
CONTACTS



“They stormed a sensitive religious site,  
used excessive force against demonstrators  

and threatened to forcibly transfer Palestinian 
families from their homes as part of an  
official policy to ‘Judaize’ occupied East 

Jerusalem, which is a war crime.” 

—SARI BASHI, JUNE 2, 2021

“What the Biden administration has really 
done is waive the minimal human rights  
conditions imposed by Congress on a  

fraction of U.S. aid, while keeping a small  
portion of $130 million blocked on even  

more watered down conditions.” 

—SARAH LEAH WHITSON, SEPTEMBER 14, 2020

“The ODNI report absolutely helped  
transparency, and helped us to know where 

responsibility lay, but accountability was  
completely lacking, and that’s what was  

at stake from the very beginning.” 

—ABDULLAH ALAOUDH, MAY 13, 2021
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MEDIA COVERAGE

4,782
537

GLOBAL  
CITATIONS
(Non-Arabic)

GLOBAL  
CITATIONS
(Arabic)

A variety of different outlets with a  

diversity of audiences have consistently 

quoted staff or covered the organization’s 

research and advocacy. DAWN regularly maximizes 

the coverage of these citations by publishing  

them as individual tweets or graphic quote cards.

“We are celebrating this important  
victory and will move on to exposing  

other lobbyists for other abusive  
regimes. I hope other lobbyists  

in DC are worried.” 

—RAED JARRAR, SEPTEMBER 23, 2021



“Iran has a long history of banning papers  
and jamming satellite channels as one of the  

most repressive countries for freedom of speech. 
But the U.S.’s use of the same tactics to deal  

with its enemies strengthens hardliners’  
propaganda that the U.S. uses values like  
freedom of speech for political purposes.” 

—OMID MEMARIAN, JUNE 26, 2021

Introduction   |   Media Coverage   |   Opinion Pieces by Staff   |   TV-Radio Appearances

About DAWN Research  
and Analysis

Advocating 
for Change

DAWN’s 
Journal

Influencing  
Public Opinion

Engaging  
Online

Visual  
Storytelling Impact

28

MEDIA COVERAGE

“Rather than engaging directly with MBS, the 
Biden administration should make the suspension 
of weapons sales permanent and should release 

all documents relating to the crimes of MBS.” 

—RAED JARRAR, FEBRUARY 16, 2021

“Among small adjustments, Biden is expected 
to return to a more moderate, but fundamen-
tally unchanged approach of prior administra-
tions, which centres on close ties to Israel and 

arms sales that fuel the region’s arms race.” 

—MICHAEL EISNER, NOVEMBER 7 2020

“Just like Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed  
bin Salman, President Sisi has all the reassur-

ance he needs that not much is going to  
change from this new administration.” 

—JOHN HURSH, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021

https://www.politico.com/news/2021/02/16/saudi-arabia-mohammed-bin-salman-469134?cid=apn
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/02/16/saudi-arabia-mohammed-bin-salman-469134?cid=apn
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/02/16/saudi-arabia-mohammed-bin-salman-469134?cid=apn
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/02/16/saudi-arabia-mohammed-bin-salman-469134?cid=apn
https://www.politico.com/news/2021/02/16/saudi-arabia-mohammed-bin-salman-469134?cid=apn
https://www.dohanews.co/qatars-amir-congratulates-us-president-elect-joe-biden/
https://www.dohanews.co/qatars-amir-congratulates-us-president-elect-joe-biden/
https://www.dohanews.co/qatars-amir-congratulates-us-president-elect-joe-biden/
https://www.dohanews.co/qatars-amir-congratulates-us-president-elect-joe-biden/
https://www.dohanews.co/qatars-amir-congratulates-us-president-elect-joe-biden/
https://www.dohanews.co/qatars-amir-congratulates-us-president-elect-joe-biden/
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OP-EDS IN LEADING 
PUBLICATIONS

40

Q4 2020 (11)

Q3 2021 (7)

Q1 2021 (13)

Q2 2021 (9)

The Verdict in the Kha-
shoggi Murder Isn’t Final  
By Any Stretch, Abdullah 
Alaoudh and Michael Eisner, Sept. 21, 2020

Saudi Arabia’s blockade of  
Qatar is over – but my father  
is still in jail for opposing it, 
Abdullah Alaoudh, January 19, 2021 

Shura Council Elections Would  
Provide Qatari Citizens With a Stake 
and Voice in Government Affairs,  
Michael Eisner, May 21, 2021

A big step to amplify Jamal Kha-
shoggi’s vision, Sarah Leah  
Whitson, Sept. 29, 2020

Why the US is wrong to designate 
the Houthis as ‘terrorists’, Sarah Leah 
Whitson, January 24, 2021 

Mohammed bin Salman’s Bloody 
Dream City of Neom, Sarah Leah 
Whitson and Abdullah Alaoudh,  
April 27 2021 

Is the Two-State Solution 
Still Viable?, Sarah Leah 
Whitson, September 9, 2021

Pay to Play: Khashoggi’s  
Murderers and the DC Lobby 
Machine, Raed Jarrar,  
September 9, 2021 

DAWN publishes opinion pieces strategically 

in select in select outlets that we know  

our target audiences will read. Subject 

matter addressed in these articles has played to the 

strengths of our individual staff members’ writing, 

analysis, and unique expertise in the field.

https://www.justsecurity.org/72506/the-verdict-in-the-khashoggi-murder-isnt-final-by-any-stretch/
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2021/jan/19/saudi-arabia-blockade-qatar-jail-salman-alodah
https://www.dohanews.co/opinion-shura-council-elections-would-provide-qatari-citizens-with-a-stake-and-voice-in-government-affairs/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/29/big-step-amplify-jamal-khashoggis-vision/?arc404=true
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/1/24/why-the-us-is-wrong-to-designate-the-houthis-as-terrorists
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/27/mohammed-bin-salman-neom-saudi-arabia/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2021/07/06/jamal-khashoggi-egypt-saudi-arabia-biden-mbs-full-story/
http://www.vanguardafrica.com/africawatch/2021/9/9/pay-to-play-khashoggis-murderers-and-the-dc-lobby-machine
http://www.vanguardafrica.com/africawatch/2021/9/9/pay-to-play-khashoggis-murderers-and-the-dc-lobby-machine
https://www.dohanews.co/opinion-shura-council-elections-would-provide-qatari-citizens-with-a-stake-and-voice-in-government-affairs/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2020/04/27/mohammed-bin-salman-neom-saudi-arabia/
https://www.aljazeera.com/opinions/2021/1/24/why-the-us-is-wrong-to-designate-the-houthis-as-terrorists
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2020/09/29/big-step-amplify-jamal-khashoggis-vision/?arc404=true
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/ask-the-experts/2021-08-24/two-state-solution-still-viable?utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter_posts&utm_campaign=tw_daily_soc
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APPEARANCES

97
DAWN has become a reliable source for commentary on breaking news, current events, and 

U.S. foreign policy analysis and recommendations. On average, DAWN has appeared on major 

non-Arabic TV/Radio networks 13 times per month and on Arabic networks 11 times per month. 30

A News: The Brief

Al Jazeera BBC World News

CNNEl-Sharq TV

Mekameleen Democracy NOW!

TRT World

https://twitter.com/ajmubasher/status/1353106528220405764?s=21
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ioC77iMpfg0
https://fb.watch/7-2IiJpQXE/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=259449498932040&extid=WA-UNK-UNK-UNK-AN_GK0T-GK1C
https://www.linkedin.com/feed/update/urn:li:activity:6749799684019101696
https://twitter.com/democracynow/status/1366378519442452486?s=21
https://www.cnn.com/videos/tv/2021/02/26/amanpour-us-intelligence-report-khashoggi-saudi-crown-prince.cnn
https://youtu.be/gfLwQEbWXLI
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Online engagement is an integral part of DAWN’s 

work to shift narratives, amplify pro-democracy 

voices from the Middle East and North Africa, and 

influence U.S. policy in the region.

DAWN’s online engagement tools include our 

English and Arabic websites and 10 social media 

accounts. To maximize our reach with target audi-

ences, we publish and promote our content in both 

English and Arabic, and curate separate English and 

Arabic social media accounts. We also host stand-

alone Twitter accounts for Egypt and Saudi Arabia, 

each of which carries country-specific content users 

inside Egypt and Saudi Arabia cannot access else-

where due to government censorship.

Introduction
DAWN’s English social media accounts have 
attracted follows from leading influencers, including 
U.S. journalists, policymakers, and human rights and 
foreign policy experts. Our Arabic accounts attract 
Arabic media personalities, scholars, and everyday 
people from the MENA region.

Twitter is the main carrier of DAWN’s content. We regularly 
receive over one million impressions a month and have been 
retweeted by prominent figures such as Agnes Callamard, 
Mehdi Hassan, Jake Tapper, Christiane Amanpour, and U.S. 
Congress members Betty McCollum and Ilhan Omar.

Our compelling content and live events on Twitter 
Spaces, Facebook Live, and Clubhouse have helped 
fuel continuous organic growth across platforms and 
connected us to new allies in the policy, activist, and 
academic communities.

ENGAGING ONLINE HIGHLIGHTS

https://dawnmena.org/
https://dawnmena.org/ar/%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b5%d9%81%d8%ad%d8%a9-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%b1%d8%a6%d9%8a%d8%b3%d9%8a%d8%a9/
https://www.facebook.com/dawnmenaorg
https://www.facebook.com/DAWNArabic
https://twitter.com/DawnMenaOrg
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Arabic
https://twitter.com/DAWN__EGYPT
https://twitter.com/DAWNsaudi
https://twitter.com/DawnMenaOrg
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Arabic
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WEBSITE
DAWN’s website, published in English and Arabic, is the final destination for all 

social media traffic. Dynamic, engaging, and increasingly user friendly, we make 

continuous advancements and updates to the website based on feedback from 

staff and close monitoring of user behavior, engagement, and traffic.

238K

122K

average monthly 
page views

AUDIENCE PROFILE

average  
monthly users

US

Egypt

UK 

Algeria

Canada

Germany

30%

10%

6%

4%

3%

3%

English

Arabic

French

Deutsch 

Social

Direct

Organic Search 

Referral

Email 

63%

58%

15%

21%

18%

8%

1%

2%

1%

MAJOR 
COUNTRIES*

MAJOR 
LANGUAGES

TRAFFIC 
SOURCES

* DAWN’s Website is blocked in Saudi Arabia, therefore their statistics do not appear.  

Alternatively, people use a VPN to access DAWN’s content. 

https://dawnmena.org/
https://dawnmena.org
http://www.DAWNmena.org
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SOCIAL MEDIA
Twitter continues to 

be the main carrier of 

DAWN’s content. We 

maintain 10 social media pro-

files across 3 different plat-

forms, to effectively reach 

audiences in regions where 

different platforms are more 

popular.

DAWN also hosts public 
profiles in both Arabic and 
English on these platforms:

1.1M

1.27M
1,188

31K

5.1M

5.2M

820

773
937

29.5K
average 
monthly 

impressions

average 
monthly 

impressions

followers

followers

impressions

annual reach

average 
monthly 
mentions

average 
monthly 
mentions

page likes

page likes

TWITTER

FACEBOOK

English (@DAWNmenaorg)

English (@DAWNmenaorg)

Arabic (@DAWN_Arabic)
Arabic (@DAWN_Arabic)

@DAWN_Arabic
17.2K followers

@DAWNmenaorg
8.4K followers

@DAWN_Egypt
2.5K followers 

@DAWNsaudi
994 followers

@DAWN_Journal
Launched Dec 2021

https://www.facebook.com/dawnmenaorg
https://www.facebook.com/DAWN_Arabic
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Arabic
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Arabic
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Arabic
https://twitter.com/DAWNmenaorg
https://twitter.com/DAWNmenaorg
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Egypt
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Egypt
https://twitter.com/DAWNSaudi
https://twitter.com/DAWNSaudi
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Journal
https://twitter.com/DAWN_Journal
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChoftMfduSv1l-EFN8XKocA
https://www.linkedin.com/company/dawnmena/
https://www.instagram.com/dawnmenaorg/
https://www.clubhouse.com/club/dawn
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VIRTUAL EVENTS

FACEBOOK LIVE 
AND ZOOM

TWITTER 
SPACES

CLUBHOUSE
EVENTS

DAWN Staff have participated in public events for an average of six times a month. Our participation in 

and hosting of these events on increasingly popular virtual platforms are an important vehicle for DAWN to 

engage a broader audience in our work, offering a space for discussions that invite participatory debate.

6

6

2

Biden in Arabia: Outlook 
for US-Saudi Relations 
(12/7/20)

Repression & Political 
Prisoners in Egypt—From 
Tahrir Square to Tora 
Prison (3/9/21)

The 100 Years War: 
Teach-In (5/20/21)

Israel’s Designation of 
Six Palestinian NGOs 
as Terrorist: Cost and 
Consequences  
(10/29/21)

Justice for Jamal: Three 
Years Later (10/30/21)

G20 Counter-Summit: 
Reckoning with ‘Oppor-
tunities for All’ in Saudi 
Arabia (11/20/21)

What to Expect from 
Biden’s Middle East 
Foreign Policy? 
(4/15/21)

Behind the Violence  
in Israel-Palestine:  
US Options (5/12/21)

A Conversation: Saudi 
and Iranian Civil Society 
Exchange on Clubhouse 
(6/1/21)

Micheal Isikoff 
Conspiracyland Podcast 
Discussion 1 (6/29/21)

What is Happening  
in Tunisia? (7/25/21)

Misinformation and 
Harassment Online: A  
Saudi Recipe to Silence 
Critics (8/10/21)

Jamal Khashoggi:  
New Revelations— 
A Conversation with 
Micheal Isikoff (7/12/21)

Explosive 60 Minutes  
on MBS: What’s Next for  
Saudi Arabia? (10/25/21)

STAFF SPEAKING
ENGAGEMENTS

Congressional staff brief-
ing regarding arms sales to 
Saudi Arabia, November 29 
2021

Tunisia’s Democracy 
Under Threat, Arab Center 
Washington D.C., October 
26 2021

Global Diplomatic Forum 
panel: “US Middle and 
North Africa Policy,” 
February 2, 2021

Saudi Diaspora Annual 
Conference, “Think Tanks 
and Saudi activists,” 
December 2 2021

Arab Center Washington 
DC, “A Post-Election 
Assessment: The Impact of 
the 2020 Election Results 
on Middle East Policy,” 
November 12 2020

Center for a New American 
Security, Rethinking US 
Development Assistance in 
MENA, November 18 2020

American University, “20 
Years After 9/11: Human 
Rights and Political Change,” 
September 9 2021

Testimony to the EU Human 
Rights Subcommittee 
on Khashoggi and Saudi 
Arabia, March 16, 2021

75
SELECT SAMPLE

https://themedialine.org/mideast-streets/biden-in-arabia-outlook-for-us-saudi-relations/
https://themedialine.org/mideast-streets/biden-in-arabia-outlook-for-us-saudi-relations/
https://themedialine.org/mideast-streets/biden-in-arabia-outlook-for-us-saudi-relations/
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/289-repression-amp-political-prisoners-in-egypt-from-tahrir-square-to-tora-prison
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/289-repression-amp-political-prisoners-in-egypt-from-tahrir-square-to-tora-prison
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/289-repression-amp-political-prisoners-in-egypt-from-tahrir-square-to-tora-prison
https://www.haymarketbooks.org/blogs/289-repression-amp-political-prisoners-in-egypt-from-tahrir-square-to-tora-prison
https://www.facebook.com/100023809272157/videos/955158381954462/
https://www.facebook.com/100023809272157/videos/955158381954462/
https://fb.me/e/YPkm5yOl
https://fb.me/e/YPkm5yOl
https://fb.me/e/YPkm5yOl
https://fb.me/e/YPkm5yOl
https://fb.me/e/YPkm5yOl
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2F8lvdpj1eD5%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2crhiV_hje1JPE2R2x5xF0vG--tpG6AOJz71O3tfZRf52fY-GdNv09ZHI&h=AT2DN9k_rVoNfOSlyjsLFK8b2R4NlNao4DdZWty8yN-FfnU5wnsLgRlQVxfVeusW5JmfS_q28mpai2077nw97QtDKOC7Dd6w8P9nA0PXCyZbVGquYO2XPkh90MP5ZJY&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT2SQHbKCx8TEGAYjtiXJ3hhJCxGb2PyGIOcRwI-9WTBmUxZMusqPtCqp754Q7V6ugtlit61LgUmWYIdns1X-ljAIeIljOUATVdJnvaYzCgNyaPHijk6yKDEnpR4tQu-iU6rd3n5TwVvCjjNy5s-sEMc06xYiN5_PIRWE8rj2-eyuPZo1KfSt7NbeLvW1NFY-uwrE11bJfY1S3Wl8A
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Ffb.watch%2F8lvdpj1eD5%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2crhiV_hje1JPE2R2x5xF0vG--tpG6AOJz71O3tfZRf52fY-GdNv09ZHI&h=AT2DN9k_rVoNfOSlyjsLFK8b2R4NlNao4DdZWty8yN-FfnU5wnsLgRlQVxfVeusW5JmfS_q28mpai2077nw97QtDKOC7Dd6w8P9nA0PXCyZbVGquYO2XPkh90MP5ZJY&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT2SQHbKCx8TEGAYjtiXJ3hhJCxGb2PyGIOcRwI-9WTBmUxZMusqPtCqp754Q7V6ugtlit61LgUmWYIdns1X-ljAIeIljOUATVdJnvaYzCgNyaPHijk6yKDEnpR4tQu-iU6rd3n5TwVvCjjNy5s-sEMc06xYiN5_PIRWE8rj2-eyuPZo1KfSt7NbeLvW1NFY-uwrE11bJfY1S3Wl8A
https://pen.org/event/pen-america-g20-counter-summit/
https://pen.org/event/pen-america-g20-counter-summit/
https://pen.org/event/pen-america-g20-counter-summit/
https://pen.org/event/pen-america-g20-counter-summit/
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1381693243054776321?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1381693243054776321?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1381693243054776321?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1392567744072138753?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1392567744072138753?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1392567744072138753?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1399767729612242948?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1399767729612242948?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1399767729612242948?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1399767729612242948?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1409566538756149248?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1409566538756149248?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1409566538756149248?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1419732277567889410?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1419732277567889410?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1423338067776180224?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1423338067776180224?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1423338067776180224?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1423338067776180224?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1414588047551762434?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1414588047551762434?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1414588047551762434?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1414588047551762434?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1452640902120361987?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1452640902120361987?s=21
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1452640902120361987?s=21
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pCqx12KHR4uZf_u1xBxmlg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pCqx12KHR4uZf_u1xBxmlg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pCqx12KHR4uZf_u1xBxmlg
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_pCqx12KHR4uZf_u1xBxmlg
https://www.gdforum.org/us-middle-east-and-africa
https://www.gdforum.org/us-middle-east-and-africa
https://www.gdforum.org/us-middle-east-and-africa
https://www.gdforum.org/us-middle-east-and-africa
https://arabcenterdc.org/event/the-impact-of-the-2020-us-election-results-on-middle-east-policy-a-post-election-assessment/
https://arabcenterdc.org/event/the-impact-of-the-2020-us-election-results-on-middle-east-policy-a-post-election-assessment/
https://arabcenterdc.org/event/the-impact-of-the-2020-us-election-results-on-middle-east-policy-a-post-election-assessment/
https://arabcenterdc.org/event/the-impact-of-the-2020-us-election-results-on-middle-east-policy-a-post-election-assessment/
https://arabcenterdc.org/event/the-impact-of-the-2020-us-election-results-on-middle-east-policy-a-post-election-assessment/
https://arabcenterdc.org/event/the-impact-of-the-2020-us-election-results-on-middle-east-policy-a-post-election-assessment/
https://www.cnas.org/
https://www.cnas.org/
https://www.cnas.org/
https://www.cnas.org/
https://youtu.be/1MGLkb7Cjew
https://youtu.be/1MGLkb7Cjew
https://youtu.be/1MGLkb7Cjew
https://youtu.be/1MGLkb7Cjew
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/DROI-PV-2021-03-16-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/DROI-PV-2021-03-16-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/DROI-PV-2021-03-16-1_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/DROI-PV-2021-03-16-1_EN.pdf


Introduction

Videos

Graphics

Infographics

Visual  
Storytelling

About DAWN Research  
and Analysis

Advocating 
for Change

DAWN’s 
Journal

Influencing  
Public Opinion

Engaging  
Online

Visual  
Storytelling Impact



Introduction   |   Videos   |   Graphics   |   Infographics

About DAWN Research  
and Analysis

Advocating 
for Change

DAWN’s 
Journal

Influencing  
Public Opinion

Engaging  
Online

Visual  
Storytelling Impact

37

Visual storytelling is an important way DAWN com-

municates our research and advocacy messages, 

attracts new supporters, and works to change the 

narrative around the Middle East and North Africa.

While our text-heavy research products and detailed 

analyses provide the foundation for all of our work, 

our photo, video, and graphic assets simplify our 

messaging in more digestible, visually compelling 

ways. Our graphic images are frequently shared on 

social media, including by our partners and advo-

cacy targets. The net effect is to further the reach 

and impact of our research, analysis, and advocacy. 

Visual storytelling highlights from our first year 

include the following:

Introduction
DAWN developed a cohesive, uniform, and distinctive visual identity 
that stands out from our peers and underscores the urgency and gravity 
of our work. From our color palette to our graphic style, this identity is 
reflected across our visuals.

In total we produced 170 graphic images over the course of 
the year, 32 event graphics, and 94 quote cards.

We also created unique brand identities for our Unjust 
Prosecutions Gallery, Culprits Gallery, and Lobbyist Hall of 
Shame—signature projects in which we document cases of 
repression in MENA countries, expose abusive officials from the 
region, and reveal the U.S.-based lobbyists who enable them. 
We produced promotional videos to launch the Culprits Gallery 
and Lobbyist Hall of Shame, and developed shareable graphic images 

depicting each victim, culprit, and lobbyist profiled in the galleries.

VISUAL STORYTELLING HIGHLIGHTS

https://dawnmena.org/countries/saudi-arabia/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/saudi-arabia/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/dawns-culprits-gallery/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/lobbyist-gallery/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/lobbyist-gallery/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/egypt/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/uae/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ih8V1L_ssSY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8-ci7waheEQ
https://dawnmena.org/ill-kill-you-but-before-that-ill-rape-you-loujain-alhathlouls-torture-in-a-saudi-prison-2/
https://dawnmena.org/saudi-arabia-saud-al-qahtani-helped-kill-khashoggi-tortured-prominent-activist/
https://twitter.com/DAWNmenaorg/status/1436065907030339589/photo/1
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VIDEOS
DAWN’s original videos in English and Arabic are produced to communicate with our audiences online. The videos are integral to our content and make our extensive 

research and months long advocacy work easily digestible for our audiences by using cutting edge script writing, advanced visual storytelling techniques and professional 

production. They demonstrate a sense of the urgency embedded in our work to policy makers, the media, civil society activists, among others in our audiences.

222K 271.5M
views on our 

English Twitter 
account 

total original 
videos created 

by DAWN

views on our 
Arabic Twitter 

accounts

Al-Moallimi profiled 
in the Culprits Gallery

Saudi princess plans 
to sue MBS

Culprits Gallery 
launch

Islamic scholar Salman 
Alodah, 4th anniver-
sary of his arrest

US foreign policy

Al-Moallimi 
profiled in the 
Culprits Gallery

71.6K VIEWS

ORIGINAL DAWN VIDEOS

305K VIEWS

24.5K VIEWS

49.8K VIEWS

15.3K VIEWS

28.8K VIEWS

SELECT SAMPLE, ENGLISH

SELECT SAMPLE, ARABIC

https://twitter.com/DAWNmenaorg/status/1334134103302606850/video/1
https://twitter.com/DAWNsaudi/status/1426268111750287368/video/1
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1435275610721603593?s=21
https://twitter.com/DAWNsaudi/status/1436020434164764684/video/1
https://twitter.com/dawnmenaorg/status/1411861572750880768?s=21
https://twitter.com/DAWNsaudi/status/1432783286049312781/video/1
https://youtu.be/fuoFnZFpApA
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GRAPHICS
Our graphics are 

designed to humanize 

DAWN’s content and 

reveal some aspects of our sto-

ries and research that are not 

approachable otherwise. They 

are sophisticated in terms of 

structure and execution, avoid-

ing dramatization while cre-

ating layers of meaning that 

communicate the overall mes-

sage clearly. While we employ 

different methods for different 

types of content, from advo-

cacy to research, all our graph-

ics are consistent with DAWN’s 

branding and style. We apply 

research based graphic design 

to our work in which constant 

monitoring of the environment 

and audience behavior impacts 

our decisions.

Q4 Q2 Q3Q1

2020

18 graphics

45 graphics
38 graphics

69 graphics

2021

CONTENT 
BREAKDOWN

38 profile graphics  
(31 culprits,  
7 lobbyists) 

32 Event graphics  
(16 EN, 16 AR)

6 Illustrations

94 quote cards  
(64 EN, 30 AR)



SELECT SAMPLE
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GRAPHICS
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INFOGRAPHICS
Infographics help make statis-

tics, policy, and other text heavy 

or complex information more 

accessible, memorable, and persuasive, 

encouraging audience engagement with 

the work. Infographic design is a sophis-

ticated process involving the breakdown 

of information into smaller parts in com-

bination with meaningful visuals that 

overall communicate a clearer message. 

The entire process is done within DAWN 

between researchers and the communi-

cations team.

bold headline

clear list of abuses

simple statistic

call to action

more information
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DAWN believes that only democratic governance rooted in 

human rights and the rule of law will create the conditions 

necessary for a peaceful and stable Middle East and North 

Africa where people live with dignity and in freedom. Our 

theory of change is premised on work that seeks to (1) end 

the United States’ central role in supporting abusive MENA 

governments that quash democracy and rights; (2) pro-

motes the political exile community as an important asset  

to develop, protect, and nurture prospects for rights- 

respecting, democratic change in the region; and (3) holds 

accountable abusive foreign government officials and their 

American enablers.

The forces working against us are formidable: from  

dictators with bottomless bank accounts and sophisticated  

digital surveillance tools, to weapons manufacturers who 

profit through military support to these dictators, to 

multi-million-dollar lobbying firms with behemoth public 

relations teams. Yet despite the challenges, our nascent 

organization is already having an impact. In our first year 

alone we made notable strides toward:

Introduction
Influencing U.S. foreign policy toward the region, including by mobilizing a 

growing number of members of Congress to oppose arms transfers to MENA 

countries. Throughout the year, we worked closely with members of Congress 

to put forward historic resolutions of disapproval on proposed arms sales to 

Israel—the first time such a resolution was ever tabled—as well as to Saudi 

Arabia, and issued press releases and op-eds challenging harmful arms transfers 

to Egypt, Israel, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates.

Shifting the narrative around the region and the U.S. role 
in it, including by influencing media coverage and launch-

ing a publishing platform featuring a steady stream of arti-

cles from political exiles and activists.

Holding regional human rights abusers and their enablers accountable, including 

by successfully pressuring a U.S-based lobbying firm to drop their contract with 

a Saudi government agency, creating a civil society working group to support the 

implementation of the Khashoggi Ban, renaming the street in front of the Saudi 

Embassy “Khashoggi Way”, and advancing justice for our founder’s murder.

DAWN’S IMPACT HIGHLIGHTS
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LOBBYIST CONTRACT DROPPED
DAWN successfully pressured Washington, 

D.C.-based lobbying firm Squire Patton Boggs 

(SPB) to drop its contract with a Saudi govern-

ment agency implicated in the murder of our 

founder, Jamal Khashoggi. SPB made the deci-

sion just eight days after DAWN published pro-

files of three SPB lobbyists in our Lobbyist Hall 

of Shame. At the time, all three lobbyists—Ed 

Newberry, Bret Boyles, and John Deschauer—

were serving as foreign agents for the Saudi 

Center for Studies and Media Affairs.

SPB signed an agreement with the Saudi Center 

in 2016, when the agency was under the lead-

ership of Saud al-Qhatani. U.S. intelligence 

investigations later revealed that al-Qhatani 

likely played a direct role in the killing of Jamal 

Khashoggi, leading the U.S. government to  

sanction him in 2018. Yet three years later, the 

lucrative SPB contract was still in place. Together 

with our partners at Freedom Forward and the 

Center for International Policy, DAWN exposed 
this dubious relationship, ultimately generating 

enough bad press and political pressure for SPB 

to drop the contract. 

AUG 23 

DAWN informs SPB 
that the lobbyist pro-
files are coming out and 
requests comment. 
One person 
from the firm 
responds.

WEEK OF SEPT 12
Rep. Rashida Tlaib 
(D-Mich.) and Rep. Ro 
Khanna (D-Calif.) both 
go on record stating 
they will not meet with 
Newberry.

SEPT 9
DAWN issues a press 
release launching the 
Lobbyist Hall of Shame 
and urging Congress 

not to meet with Ed 
Newberry, the first 
lobbyist featured.

SEPT 23
DAWN issues a press release 
that SPB has dropped the 
contract.

MAY
DAWN, Freedom 
Forward, and the Center 
for International Policy 
finalize a short list of 
lobbyists to target in 
2021, starting with Ed 
Newberry from Squire 
Patton Boggs (SPB).

TIMELINE (MAY - SEPT 2021)

SEPT 10
Rep. Betty McCollum 
(D-Minn.), chair of the 
House Defense Appro-
priations Subcommittee, 
retweets DAWN  
saying she 
will not 
meet with 
Newberry.

SEPT 8 

DAWN joins 15 organiza-
tions in a letter to SPB 
demanding they drop 
the contract with the 
Saudi Center. The same 
day, DAWN emails all 535 
Congressional offices ask-
ing them not to meet with 
the three lobbyists.

SEPT 17 

SPB deregisters under the 
Foreign Agents Registration 
Act (FARA), effectively end-
ing its representation of the 
Saudi Center for Studies and 
Media Affairs.

https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/u-s-dc-lobbyist-representing-saudi-government-drops-contract-after-pressure-from-dawn/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/lobbyist-gallery/
https://dawnmena.org/countries/lobbyist-gallery/
https://dawnmena.org/ed-newberry-foreign-agent-for-saudi-government-agency-implicated-in-khashoggis-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/ed-newberry-foreign-agent-for-saudi-government-agency-implicated-in-khashoggis-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/bret-boyles-foreign-agent-for-saudi-government-agency-implicated-in-khashoggis-murder/
https://dawnmena.org/john-deschauer-foreign-agent-for-saudi-government-agency-implicated-in-khashoggis-murder/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/15/world/middleeast/saudis-sanctions-khashoggi.html
https://twitter.com/bettymccollum04/status/1436440533421932545?s=21


Introduction   |   Lobbyist Contract Dropped   |   Khashoggi Ban Working Group   |   Accountability for Khashoggi Murder   |   Board and Staff

About DAWN Research  
and Analysis

Advocating 
for Change

DAWN’s 
Journal

Influencing  
Public Opinion

Engaging  
Online

Visual  
Storytelling Impact

45

KHASHOGGI BAN WORKING GROUP
DAWN spearheaded the creation of the Khashoggi Ban Working Group—a civil 

society coalition sanctioned by the U.S. State Department to support imple-

mentation of the Khashoggi Ban. Announced on February 26—the same day the 

U.S. Office of the Director of National Intelligence declassified a report on Jamal 

Khashoggi’s murder—the Khashoggi Ban empowers the State Department to 

bar from travel to the United States foreign nationals engaged in the harassment 

of political dissidents abroad. The State Department immediately subjected 76 

Saudi nationals to the Ban, including individuals suspected of playing a role in 

Jamal’s murder.

The Khashoggi Ban has the potential to serve as both a measure of accountability 

for foreign nationals who, like the men who killed Jamal, harass dissidents trav-

eling or living abroad, and as a deterrent for those who might otherwise con-

sider such actions. But only if it is implemented to the full extent. To ensure this, 

DAWN created the Khashoggi Ban Working Group.

Recognized by the State Department as the main clearing house for Khashoggi 

Ban candidates, the Working Group has the power to submit names to be added 

to the Ban, along with supporting documentation. DAWN co-launched it with 

Human Rights First on July 28 at a meeting attended by representatives from 

some 40 human rights organizations. Since then the group has met quarterly 

and DAWN has submitted a pilot case for the Ban. In the coming year, we will 

work to draft legislation to codify the Ban and propose additional names for 

inclusion under it.

https://dawnmena.org/khashoggi-ban-working-group-aims-to-make-it-harder-for-repressive-regimes-to-harass-activists-abroad/
https://dawnmena.org/khashoggi-ban-working-group-aims-to-make-it-harder-for-repressive-regimes-to-harass-activists-abroad/
https://www.state.gov/accountability-for-the-murder-of-jamal-khashoggi/
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ACCOUNTABILITY FOR KHASHOGGI MURDER
DAWN has continued to make important progress in securing  

accountability for our late founder, Jamal Khashoggi. In addi-

tion to memorializing Jamal’s name and legacy through the 

Khashoggi Ban Working Group, we filed a lawsuit against 

his killers, helped secure the release of a key U.S. intelli-

gence report on his murder, and successfully advocated for 

the renaming of the street in front of the Saudi Embassy in 

Washington, D.C., as “Khashoggi Way”.

CIVIL LAWSUIT AGAINST MBS
On October 20, 2020, together with Hatice Cengiz, 

Khashoggi’s fiancée, DAWN filed a civil lawsuit under 

U.S. federal and state law against Saudi Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman (MBS) and 28 other top-ranking 

officials implicated in Jamal’s murder. MBS filed a motion 

to dismiss the lawsuit in June 2021, to which DAWN has 

responded. We are now awaiting the court’s decision on 

the matter. The lawsuit seeks damages and discovery to 

expose the role of MBS and his conspirators in the murder.

JAMAL KHASHOGGI WAY
We paved the way for the Washington, D.C., City Council’s 

decision to designate the street in front of the Saudi 

Embassy “Jamal Khashoggi Way”—a move we intend as 

both a tribute to our late founder and a signal to MBS that 

killing him has only amplified, not silenced, his calls for dem-

ocratic reform. From successfully persuading the Council to 

propose a resolution on the matter, to following up with key 

supporters, to testifying at the hearing on the bill, DAWN has 

played a central role in the effort to rename the street.

ODNI REPORT RELEASE
We played an integral part in ensuring the February 

2021 release of the Office of the Director of National 

Intelligence (ODNI) report on Jamal’s murder. Our 

efforts included submitting an amicus brief in sup-

port of Open Society Justice Initiative (OSJI)’s law-

suit against ODNI, and conducting joint and bilateral 

advocacy with the Biden Administration, Congressional 

representatives, and the now-Director of the Office of 

National Intelligence.

https://dawnmena.org/d-c-council-passes-the-jamal-khashoggi-way-act/
https://dawnmena.org/department-of-national-intelligence-report-directly-implicates-saudi-crown-prince-mohamed-bin-salman-in-khashoggi-murder-2/
https://dawnmena.org/d-c-council-passes-the-jamal-khashoggi-way-act/
https://dawnmena.org/department-of-national-intelligence-report-directly-implicates-saudi-crown-prince-mohamed-bin-salman-in-khashoggi-murder-2/
https://dawnmena.org/department-of-national-intelligence-report-directly-implicates-saudi-crown-prince-mohamed-bin-salman-in-khashoggi-murder-2/
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JOIN US!
While the change DAWN seeks will take time, we believe our impact to date is a 

harbinger of what is to come—but only if we maintain our momentum and expand 

our network of allies and supporters. There are many ways to support DAWN’s  

mission, including by donating to our cause, sharing our messages on social media, 

and joining our online events. Please sign up for our email updates, visit us at 

https://dawnmena.org, or send a message to info@dawnmena.org to learn more.

If you are already an ally, partner, or supporter, thank you for being part of the 

movement to build a more peaceful, prosperous, and democratic Middle East and 

North Africa, where the human rights of all people are respected and upheld.

https://dawnmena.org/donate/
https://dawnmena.org/donate/
https://dawnmena.org/donate/
https://dawnmena.org/donate/
https://dawnmena.org/
https://dawnmena.org
mailto:info%40dawnmena.org?subject=Supporting%20DAWN



