
   

October 14, 2025 

Dear member of Congress, 

We are writing on behalf of DAWN and the Friends Committee on National Legislation 
(FCNL) to request the immediate introduction of a resolution under Section 502B(c) of 
the Foreign Assistance Act regarding the killings of thirteen American citizens by Israeli 
military forces and Israeli settlers since 2003. 

The deaths of these Americans span two decades of unaccountable violence: Rachel 
Corrie in 2003, Furkan Doğan in 2010, Orwa Hammad in 2014, Mahmoud Shaalan in 
2016, Omar Assad and Shireen Abu Akleh in 2022, Tawfiq Ajaq, Mohammad Khdour, 
Jacob Flickinger, and Aysenur Ezgi Eygi in 2024, and Amer Rabee, Sayfollah Musallat, 
and Khamis Ayyad in 2025. They were journalists, aid workers, peace activists, and 
children. They came from Washington, New Jersey, Florida, Louisiana, Wisconsin, 
Illinois, and New York. Not one of their killers has faced criminal prosecution or 
meaningful accountability by Israeli authorities. The State Department has failed to 
sanction a single security force unit implicated in the deaths of these U.S. citizens, 
fueling further attacks on Americans by Israeli forces, without consequence. 

This pattern of impunity undermines one of the most fundamental obligations of our 
government: to protect its citizens and ensure justice when they are killed abroad. The 
systematic failure to prosecute and seek accountability for these killings sends a 
dangerous message that American lives can be taken without consequence and puts at 
risk any U.S. citizen visiting the region. 

Section 502B(c) of the Foreign Assistance Act provides Congress with the authority and 
mechanism to demand answers from the State Department on the human rights practices 
of any country eligible for U.S. security assistance. Any Senator can introduce a 
resolution under Section 502B(c), and after ten days in the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, the resolution can be discharged and brought to the floor under privileged 
procedures that prevent filibusters and require only a one-chamber simple majority vote. 
Such a resolution would require the State Department to provide Congress with 
comprehensive information about the circumstances of each killing, the identification of 
any Israeli security forces responsible, the use of any U.S. security assistance in each 
killing, the review of U.S. assistance to any responsible security forces under the Leahy 
Law, and the steps taken by the United States Government and Israel to ensure 
accountability.  



   
 

Under this provision, if the State Department fails to provide the report within 30 days, 
security assistance to Israel is automatically shut off until the report is transmitted. Once 
the report is issued, Congress gains access to expedited legislative procedures to 
condition, restrict, halt, or continue security assistance based on the findings—providing 
a flexible tool to hold both the Israeli government and the Administration accountable. 
The resolution itself also serves as powerful diplomatic leverage even before any vote, as 
demonstrated when Senator Young introduced another 502B(c) resolution on Saudi 
Arabia which helped secure humanitarian concessions, without ever bringing it to a floor 
vote. 

American families who have lost loved ones deserve more than condolences and empty 
promises of investigation from their government. Americans present in Israel, particularly 
in the West Bank, where the vast majority of these killings have occurred, should know 
that the United States government takes their safety seriously. They deserve the full 
weight of congressional oversight demanding answers and accountability. Time has 
proven that congressional action is necessary to help break this cycle of impunity. We 
stand ready to provide any additional information or support needed to advance the 
introduction of this critical oversight measure. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Leah Whitson 
Executive Director of DAWN 
 
Bridget Moix 
General Secretary of Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL) 
 
Josh Paul 
Director of A New Policy  

https://www.young.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/young-and-murphy-resolution-to-force-vote-on-saudi-arms-sale/

